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Black Student Union (BSU) is hosting 

a poetry slam event in commemoration 

for Black history month on February 

16th, after school from 5:30 pm to 7:30 

pm in the auditorium at Franklin High. 

In order to enter, students must send 

work to the BSU Instagram page at 

@fhs_blackstudentunion through dm 

with poetry or rap that is an appropri-

ate piece of work. “People who are in-

terested can submit poems/raps in 

order to win a prize of $80,” BSU event 

coordinator Kamora Gray explained. 

“There will be performances by the 

local rap group 3knots, Franklin’s 

dance company, and a local poet. Food 

will also be available to purchase dur-

ing the night.” If you aren’t interested 

in performing a piece, then there is an 

option to come watch and support oth-

ers by purchasing a $2.00 ticket 

through the Ticket Spicket site. Tickets 

sales aren’t open yet, but in the near 

future, they will be accessible closer to 

the day of the event. 

Poetry is a type of literature or artistic, 

written art form that uses language to 

convey a sense of experience, feelings, 

or modes of expression. A rap can also 

be a type of poetry in a musical form 

with content, flow, and delivery. Both 

poetry and rap can help writers ex-

press and connect their emotions. 

Writing poetry can capture parts of 

people’s different experiences that not 

all may encounter. Rap has also been a 

big resource for many to speak about 

negative things as well as positive ex-

periences they would like to share that 

are impacting their life.  

“Individuals should sign up to perform 

a rap/poem in order to show their 

black pride, demonstrate their talents 

in rap/poetry, and ultimately step out 

of their comfort zones, which may pre-

pare them for in the future,” junior 

Kamora Gray said. Instead of keeping 

built-up emotion all in your head, 

these two options allow you a way to 

express how you feel.  

Poetry slam events are a competitive 

art of performance poetry, typically an 

event in which poets perform their 

work and are judged by the audience 

or others. Poetry slams usually attract 

all different types of poets with a di-

verse range of work. “Black Student 

Union decided to host a poetry slam 

because it is a great way to promote 

Black culture,” Kamora Gray explains, 

“which hasn’t yet been done at Frank-

lin, and will be a great way for people 

to socialize and have a great time.” 
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A Freshman Force 
By Kierra Richardson  

Freshman Brenden Grace is a domi-

nant force on the Girls’ Varsity Basket-

ball team here at Franklin High. Dedi-

cating lots of her time to basketball, 

she still keeps up her education with 

good grades. Brenden’s average stat 

sheet consists of twenty four points, 

one block, five assists and rebounds a 

game. In her first year at Franklin, she 

is already putting up the majority of 

her team’s points and being a major 

contributor. “Yeah, as a team we al-

ways look for her in close game situa-

tions,” varsity basketball player Alexis 

Gamble explained, “because no one 

can really stop her whether it’s shoot-

ing or her post game.” 

At a young age, Brenden began playing 

sports, specifically basketball at 6. 

Starting so young allowed basketball to 

become muscle memory for her, and 

she has grown up playing basketball. 

“It’s just something I enjoyed doing 

from watching it on TV to going to 

games,” Brenden said. Brenden plays 

not one, but three sports, which are 

basketball, volleyball, and tennis. A 

vital role model in Brenden’s life is her 

mother for many reasons, but one 

close to her is following in her foot-

steps with basketball and amazing ad-

vice that helps her succeed in life. “I 

would say she’s caring, really support-

ive and just a good person/teammate/ 

friend all around,” sophomore Alexis 

Gamble stated.  

Basketball can be a tough sport to get 

used to with all of the plays to remem-

ber, skills to have, speed, endurance, 

etc. Even with these different skill sets 

that a player may need to succeed in a 

game, Brenden still ends up on top, 

with her perseverance in her game. 

What basketball is to some varies from 

player to player. For some, it may be a 

temporary sport to stay active for the 

season, and others, like Brenden, take 

it very seriously while still having fun. 

However, playing basketball is a gate-

way for Brenden to take her mind off 

things and relax by only focusing on 

basketball. Throughout the week she 

continues her routines with school and 

basketball incorporated. “I get ready 

for school and then after school spend 

an hour or two at home and then go 

back to school for practice. After prac-

tice, I come home and get ready for the 

night and then it repeats,” Brenden 

said. The athlete schedule can be tiring 

for many, but Brenden doesn’t com-

plain much and instead devotes her 

time to improving her game.  

Three-sport athlete Brenden Graces is 

breaking boundaries with her game 

and her education throughout the 

year. “Most of my time goes to sports,” 

Brenden expressed. “In the fall, I was 

on the volleyball team, now I’m on the 

basketball team, and in the spring, I 

hope to be on the tennis team.” This 

type of commitment has made 

Brenden sacrifice many things to be 

where she has come to today and why 

she is able to succeed. The hard work 

she has put in has been showing in 

volleyball and basketball with all of her 

practice. “Sometimes I might not want 

to go to practice, but the good out-

weighs the bad, and I always have a 

great time at practice,” Brenden said.  

Putting her differences aside for the 

team has always been one of the most 

important things to her. The basketball 

team is also a big benefit in her life 

with her teammates being the reason. 

“I can count on everybody on the team 

to make me laugh and cheer me up,” 

Brenden explains. “Everybody is just 

so funny, and I love coming to practice 

and playing in games because of my 

teammates.” Even though Brenden 

dominates for her team, she gives all of 

her praises to her team and coaches for 

helping her since it is not a one-player 

sport. The pressure from her coaches 

is a motivating force for Brenden, as 

well as the trust they have for her.  

In the future, Brenden looks forward 

to playing all three sports for the rest 

of her three years in high school and to 

continuing in college. Being a huge 

Terps fan, Brenden hopes to play for 

University of Maryland College Park 

some day.  

Freshman Brenden Grace shooting a free 

throw shot in the middle of the game. 

Freshman Brendon Grace, wearing twen-

ty-four in white, holding the basketball. 
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Franklin’s New Late Policy 
By Kierra Richardson 

On Monday, November 20th, a new 

procedure at Franklin went into effect, 

which was the new late policy that 

states that students who are late 

(unexcused or excused) to school or 

class over five times will automatically 

be placed on social restriction for the 

entire marking period. This policy in-

cludes all class periods and only a cer-

tain number of excused passes will be 

tolerated before a students is put on 

social restriction. Social restriction is 

the prohibition of those students from 

coming to social events on school 

grounds. It has proven to be motivat-

ing for students to get to class on time 

for those who fear getting on social 

restriction.  

Education Week published data from a 

nationwide study, citing 29.7 percent 

of students, or nearly 14.7 million, 

were chronically absent in the 2021-22 

school year. Attendance continues to 

be a huge problem for schools, and 

trying to encourage students to show 

up all year around is proving to be 

hard. Many strategic plans have been 

tried to motivate students to come. 

“Chronic absenteeism often signals 

that students are experiencing untreat-

ed health needs, transportation prob-

lems, mental health issues, and other 

grave challenges,” Future Ed said in its 

analysis. When a student doesn’t show 

up to class, it often impacts their peers, 

since a teacher may not go over the 

lesson with such a small number of 

students in the class or have to go over 

the topic again which wastes the time 

of the other students who were pre-

sent. “I think the new late policy is an-

noying, but it is reasonable because a 

lot of students are often late,” senior 

Cameron Crocker expressed.  

In many cases, transportation is a 

leading cause of why students are not 

able to make it to school on time. Over 

the years, there have been bus driver 

shortages causing late arrival or forc-

ing students to have a ride to school or 

walk. Buses have been removed from 

certain areas in Reisterstown that had 

previously been on school bus routes. 

It may not sound terrible for students 

in fall to walk to school, however it is 

essential to remember that they must 

walk in the winter with the snow and 

the cold or rain. “I feel like the late pol-

icy doesn’t take all students into con-

sideration,” senior Jocelyn Butts ex-

plained. “I understand a lot of students 

skip, but what about those who have 

younger siblings or a parent who needs 

to be taken care of, live far away, de-

pend on public transportation, have 

genuine reasons for being late?  Be-

cause by enforcing this policy, they’re 

also paying the price.  

Franklin’s large number of students 

walking through the halls can be an-

other reason why students aren’t able 

to make it to class on time. “With how 

many students there are at Franklin, 

it’s definitely harder to make it to class 

on time,” Jocelyn Butts expressed. “It’s 

like, no matter which way you take, the 

hallways are always crowded. It takes 

the entire passing period time just to 

make it past the area by the auditori-

um.” Some may argue that students 

spend most of the time talking to their 

friends rather than walking to class 

and blocking the hallways. Wasting 

time talking to friends has prompted 

Principal O’Connell to stand in certain 

areas so many students will go to class. 

Although, when your class is on the 

other side of the building it poses 

many challenges to make it on time. 

Principal O’Connell’s Schoology an-

nouncement of the new late policy 



 

 

The Gazette  

4 

The new year tends to be a turning 

point for many people to change 

things in their lives from the last year. 

Setting resolutions is the thing people 

turn to for breaking bad or old habits 

from past years to start something 

new. The goals we set for ourselves in 

the beginning of every year, represents 

a fresh start for everyone to leave 

things in the past. Some examples of 

this may include exercising, giving up 

junk food, being nicer, staying off so-

cial media more, hanging out with 

friends and family more, etc. 

“Something I want to change from last 

year is putting my trust into the wrong 

people,” senior Montana Mitchell-

Jones said.  

Resolutions for new years date back to 

the Babylonian Akitu Festival when 

citizens would promise to gods for 

returning borrowed tools, supplies, 

and equipment. Creating new years 

resolutions builds the confidence of 

believing you can achieve your goals 

that you took the time out to set up. A 

self reflection from the end of the year 

helps people find out what they should 

change in their life in order to be the 

best version of themselves. “I am ex-

cited for 2024 because it’s a fresh start 

and a clean slate to start some new 

goals,” sophomore Lily Habtemariam 

stated. The new year also takes you 

out of your comfort zone by experienc-

ing new things for your resolution. 

Setting these can be a good way for 

self-improvement, promoting good 

mental health and well-being. “Yeah, 

I’m excited,” Montana Mitchell-Jones 

explained. “This year is a big year with 

many different opportunities and big 

events. It’s going to be a wave of emo-

tions, but it’s going to be a year that 

opens new doors for new experiences 

for everyone.”  

Even though there are major benefits 

for people who set New Year’s resolu-

tions, there is a downside to those 

with the people who get distracted and 

don’t follow through. “Normally they 

don’t work…60% of resolvers admitted 

they’d failed to make a change last for 

six months. Of the 40% that claimed 

they’d succeeded, a good percentage 

was probably lying. I’ve seen people 

break resolutions in minutes,” Psy-

chologist Jermey Dean, author of up-

coming book Making Habits, Break-

ing Habits said. In some cases, people 

set goals that are super easy and then 

become bored quickly. Others pretend 

like they will carry out the change but 

then get tired of having to do such 

things and revert back to old methods. 

Some create relatively hard New 

Year’s resolutions that are way too 

difficult for the stage they are at.  

Instead, distinguish short and long-

term goals to help you manage and 

take your time instead of rushing to 

goals that will take longer to do. The 

loss of confidence from not achieving 

your goals can stem from stress added 

to the process when some goals take 

longer than others. Old habits that you 

want to break should be taken step by 

step and not skipping to goals you 

aren’t ready for. Cherishing the steps 

you take on the way is essential to 

achieving your resolution goals. Jun-

ior Kamora Gray said, “New Year’s 

resolutions help me because in the 

beginning of the year, I say something 

that I am going to set out to do this 

year, and my goal is to accomplish 

that, so throughout the year I remem-

ber my New Year’s resolution and 

make sure I get it done.”  

 

 

New Year’s Resolutions  
By Kierra Richardson 

Student Interest 

Writing down resolutions and keeping 

them visible helps with achieving them. 

Photo from bhtherapygroup.com 

Journaling can also help with achieving 

resolutions. Photo from learneng-

lish.britishcouncil.org. 
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Movie Review: Leave the World Behind 
By Kierra Richardson 

Leave the World 

Behind begins 

with a family vaca-

tion on Long Is-

land in a beautiful 

rental home, 

which shortly 

takes a turn for the 

worst when a 

cyberattack shuts 

down all devices. 

Suddenly, two 

strangers appear 

at the doorstep 

with the blackout 

news. The threat 

continues to get 

worse, prompting the families to make deci-

sions to survive the crisis. Later in the movie, 

(spoiler alert) the character George discovers 

what type of attack it truly is, which is isola-

tion, synchronized attacks, and civil war. 

Throughout the hit movie on Netflix, it shows 

constant themes of Americans’ reliance on 

technology, racism still in the world, withheld 

knowledge from the government, how bonds 

between many are reshaped and unexpected 

ones start in tough moments. In addition, 

many believe there are some warning signs 

showcased in the movie due to former Presi-

dent Barack Obama and former First Lady 

Michelle Obama being executive producers on 

the film, alongside Tonia Davis, Daniel M. 

Stillman, and Nick Krishnamurthy. The movie 

was adapted from the novel of the same title 

made by Rumaan Alam in 2020. “There’s so 

much to unpack,” lead actress Julia Roberts 

explained. “You know when you’re talking 

about this movie, there’s just so many differ-

ent ideas to talk about. There’s so much fragil-

ity in the world to talk about. There’s so much 

that is in our capable hands that we’re not 

being truly responsible with.”  

Americans seem to overuse technology for 

just about anything in life. With all of the 

technological advancements, it doesn’t make 

it any better for the American people to rely 

less on technology. A Pew Research Center 

study showed 85% of Americans say they go 

online on a daily basis. Safe to say that tech-

nology is a regular use for a person’s day al-

most all of the time. In Leave the World Be-

hind, this is often pointed out with the charac-

ters not being able to handle life without tech-

nology.  As the movie begins, the character 

Rose continues to talk about watching the 

show Friends and seems to be detached from 

the vacation. Archie on the other hand is wor-

ried about cell reception for communication 

with a girl. Both characters tend to show the 

theme of absence because of technology and 

missing key moments that are vital. When 

Clay goes for a drive, he doesn’t know how to 

get anywhere without a GPS to guide him. The 

popular Tesla scene on social media left peo-

ple questioning if this will be the future. In 

the scene, Amanda notices that a Tesla is 

coming down the road and nearly dies trying 

to avoid the Teslas approaching that end up 

jamming into the other Tesla’s ahead. Two 

men, Renaud Feil and David Berard, who 

work for French cybersecurity company Syn-

activ won $350,000 at a March conference co

-sponsored by Tesla, by showing off ways to 

hack into a Tesla entertainment center and its 

energy management system. “Its a difficult to 

hack to perform, but it can’t be ruled out as 

impossible…Rogue Tesla employee might 

have the best chance at pulling it off,” Feil and 

Berard said.  The disabled communication 

and transportation turns American life upside 

down without being able to use technology. 

The first suspicious thing that happens takes 

place when the family is on the beach and an 

oil ship crashes on the shore that was labeled 

the White Lion. Many have linked it with the 

name of the first ship that brought the first 

African slaves to Virginia in 1619. When 

George and Ruth appear after knocking on the 

door, others seem to think when Amanda 

questioned the validity of their ownership of 

the rental home that she didn’t believe them 

due to their race. Another time she made 

comments that didn’t sit right with the audi-

ence when trying to sleep, expressing that 

George may have impulses toward their 

daughter Rose. While it is still uncertain that 

these may be the real reasons on why the 

White Lion ship was included in the movie 

and how the character Amanda really felt.  

New bonds were created when trying to sur-

vive this apocalypse and find out the reasons 

behind it. Dating back to when George and 

Ruth first came they weren’t the most favorite 

in the house but soon became closer with the 

other characters. Clay seems to be open to 

when they come, but it doesn’t seem to sit 

right with Amanda until having deeper con-

versations with George and protecting her life 

against deer with Ruth. The characters may 

have not liked each other a lot, but when the 

biased attitudes were dropped, they put their 

differences aside to get through.  

Another key theme was how the government 

found out first and left the citizens of the U.S 

to fend for themselves. The conversation be-

tween George and Amanda seemed fine at 

first but turns to a creepy conversation. One 

of George’s clients is a powerful higher up in 

defense contracts. His friend ends up moving 

money unexpectedly, telling him “to take care 

of himself,” and doesn’t seem the same after 

meeting with the higher ups in the world, 

which is predicted to be the government.   

Pop culture references seem to be used 

throughout the movie to appeal to the audi-

ences. The popular show Friends is commonly 

brought up by Rose, throughout the movie 

she is focused on watching the last episode. 

After making it to the bunker alone without 

the others, she continues to feast and start the 

last episode of Friends. The episode title, “The 

Last One,” seems to resonate with the world 

as Rose watches while Amanda still searches 

for her. Archie, wearing their robe and rock-

star tee shirt, distracted by temptations seems 

to connect to young adults and teens whose 

priorities aren’t right. After Clay brings back a 

tiny red  piece of paper that was stuck in his 

windshield after driving, Archie is the only 

one able to decode the message as “death to 

America,” due to his familiar experiences with 

it on a video game. Some believe that the sub-

liminal messages are within Rose’s character 

when she wore the Nasa shirt that symbolized 

Nasa’s curiosity and exploration. 

If you haven’t seen it yet, catch this movie on 

Netflix. 

Arts & Entertainment 

Movie poster from 

imdb.com 

Actors Mahershala Ali, Myha’la Herrold, Julia 

Roberts, and Ethan Hawke star in the hit film. 

Photo from variety.com  
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El Día de San Valentín  
Escrito por Gabby Unger y Sheyla Gomez-Argueta 

El día de San Valentín es un día para que 

las parejas pueden celebrar su relación y se 

celebran en el 14 de febrero. El origen de 

esta celebración es muy interesante. Este 

día empezó de un santo, Valentín. Valentín 

murió el 14 de febrero del año 269AD. 

Geoffrey Chaucer, el poeta, conectaba este 

santo con el amor en su poema, Parlement 

of Foules (o Parliament of Fowls), escrito 

en el siglo 14. Después de la publicación de 

este poema, las parejas se enviaron poemas 

del amor y desde entonces el día de 14 de 

febrero se hizo conocido como un día de 

amor. Se acostumbra entre amigos hacer 

intercambio de regalos, enviarse postales, 

chocolates u otros dulces. Entre las parejas 

se acostumbran a regalarse chocolates, 

rosas, peluches, postales, perfumes, entre 

otras cosas, aunque también se puede re-

galar entre amigos. El día de San Valentín 

es un día maravilloso para demostrar el 

amor que tienes por tus amistades. 

También es costumbre decorar las casas 

con corazones rojos y rosados. En las es-

cuelas primarias especialmente, tienen 

decorados los salones y es tradición re-

galarles dulces a los compañeros, maestros, 

y familia. ¿Y tú? ¿Vas a comprar un regalo 

para alguien este día de San Valentín?  

Imagen tomada de as.com/tikitakas 

Album Review: Virtue by The Voidz 
By William Taylor 

"Just the guy from the 11th dimension." 

from “Pyramid of Bones” 

With Julian Casablancas manning The 

Voidz, comparisons to The Strokes are 

dying to be made, but to relate The Voidz 

to The Strokes is like relating New Order 

to Joy Division; connected in personnel 

only. While The Strokes stuck to their gar-

age rock-revival roots, Virtue extends rock 

to new frontiers, trying on numerous 

styles in rapid succession. 

Compared to their rabid debut Tyranny, 

Virtue is fairly tame. Instead of the suffo-

cating machinery of “Take Me In Your 

Army,” we're delightedly welcome by the 

glossy “Leave It In My Dreams.” While it's 

true that glossy, dream-like songs are 

abundant on this record (such as 

“Permanent High School” and “Lazy 

Boy”), they barely make up the bulk of this 

record. In fact, trying to define the record 

as a whole as anything more specific than 

'art rock' is fruitless.  

Virtue's songs span a myriad of genres, 

providing a variety and depth to its track-

list. “QYURRYUS” broke all my expecta-

tions; a left-field synthwave jam that could 

fit pretty snuggly in the Hotline Miami 

soundtrack. “All Wordz Are Made Up” has 

a Latin-inspired rhythm that the CDC 

should watch out for. “Think Before You 

Drink” is an pure, honest-to-god indie folk 

ballad that hides conscious lyrics in a 

soothing lullaby. “Pink Ocean” features 

some spaced-out hypnagogic pop, and the 

following “Black Hole” takes that atmos-

phere and adds a monsoon, creating what 

sounds like having a rock concert in a 

glass bottle. 

One of the few through-lines of Virtue-- 

besides the psychedelic and polyphonic 

soundscapes-- is the theme of jadedness 

and politics. Julian frequently and una-

bashedly throws lines attacking the insti-

tutions of our age. He warns us to "never 

listen to the white man's lies" and focuses 

an entire song (the aforementioned "Think 

Before You Drink”) on the indoctrination 

of education. One of the most violent 

showcases of political anger is the penulti-

mate track “We're Where We Were.” Be-

neath the rich, layered textures, lies a 

hulking protest of society's habit of repeat-

ing the same mistakes over and over 

again. 

Not all of Virtue's tracks are hits; that's the 

drawback of its shotgun approach to style, 

but more times than not, the album serves 

high-quality songs from all stripes in a 

cohesive package, filled with layers, emo-

tion, and personality. 
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